
I 
 have just been on the Everest trek and this is what you see 
when you get out of the plane at Lukla. The airport is quite 
popular as its the place where most people start their trek to 
climb Mount Everest and go trekking. 

 

 There are frequent daily flights between Lukla and Kathmandu, 
weather permitting. Although the flying  
 

distance is short, it can easily be raining in Lukla while the sun is 
shining brightly in Kathmandu, or vice versa.  
  
New flight arrivals are announced in a novel way as the airport's 
siren blasts the mountain air to inform personnel of incoming 

aircraft. The runway is 527m long as you can see in the 
picture. It`s 20m wide and the runway incline is a 
staggering 12%. There is about a 700-metre angled drop 
at the end of the runway to the valley below. So this 
one`s not for the faint hearted.  
  
But if you can  manage the flight the trekking from here 
is fantastic.  The trek to Everest Base Camp is without 
doubt one of the most famous in the world. It takes you 
into the heart of the Nepalese Himalaya, with awe -

inspiring 
views of 
many of the 
world's 
highest and 
most 
beautiful .    
Not to be                 
missed  if 
you are 
travelling to 
Nepal soon.           
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Looking down the runway at Lukla ! 
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NEPAL TOURISM YEAR 2011  

Make sure this year your destination is Nepal, our tourism industry welcomed over half a million visitors last year. Accordin g to official 
figures released by the Pacific Asia Travel Association, this bucked the trend for the rest of South Asia as it recorded a 3 percent decline 
in arrivals in 2009.  

 
Similarly, the preliminary data of the Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation for 2009 shows that arrivals increased by 1.1 p ercent com-
pared to the previous year.  
 

Last year, tourist arrivals numbered 509,752 including 378,712 by air and 131,040 by land. In 2008, arrivals stood at 500,277  including 
374,661 by air and 125,616 by land.  
 

Spring time is a great time to come trekking, we have some stunning scenery  and really friendly people waiting to welcome yo u. 
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